
A Life of Service… Christian Maturity 
Eph. 4:13 

 
As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? 
    What do you want to be when you grow up? 

The bible answers that for us-  We are to grow up to be like Christ 
As for our church- how do we assess what the building should look like? 
 Christ is the measuring stick and the goal of our endeavor 
We must use our gifts God gave us to work to build up the church until we reach  

the full maturity in ministry and fullness with Christ. 
 
PRAY 
 
Draw your attention to Ephesians 4-6 A Life of Service  

Rest of the book layout 
Leaders – saints – maturity 
 Recognize false teaching     14-15 
 Moral instruction (or Christian living)       17-6:9 
 Spiritual warfare    6:10-20 
 
Looking at v 13 today 
These next three prepositional phrases begin with the same word 

To the… unity, maturity, completeness of Christ 
So unlike the previous where it build upon the prior phrase  

this is together, three statements pointing to the same thing 
 Eph 4:13 pie chart 
  
 
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God  
unity in the faith  
we are to be working for unity, striving for that. 
 We should not let those who are trying to divide us do it. 
here is not the activity of believing but the objective content 
the core teachings and convictions of our faith.  “This is what we believe.” 
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism 4:5 
devoted to the teaching of the Apostles Acts 2:42 
             purity of teaching, that which is believed  
 
Our faith in what we believe about Christ 
knowledge 
common set of beliefs about Jesus. 
We are to know Christ and His work  

and Christ in our lives, the experience of knowing Jesus. 
We are to have a unified set of beliefs  

Eph 4:13 pie chart 
 
and to become mature,  
Telos – Term for “being a full grown man, of full age, the end, complete”  
Word here is talking about being fully mature, fully devoted to God, blameless without defect 
 
Solomon contrasted with David  



I Kings 11:4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was 
not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 
 David did not live a sinless life, he failed at times,  

Yet he was deeply grieved over his sinfulness and asked God to work in his life.  
yet he gave full allegiance to God, he did not give his heart over to other gods or 
to the things of this world,  

Matt 5:48 jesus uses this word here 
What is our end goal?  It is spiritual maturity which gives glory to God. 
 
Our total transformation and completeness will completely take place when Jesus, the Perfect, 
comes again and presents himself with the spotless Bride, the church Eph. 5:27 
 
How do we reach that full level of maturity? 
Last part of this vesre. 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
The NLT captures this meaning well saying  

“measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ” 
Christ is our standard and aim, he is our goal and means of attaining that goal 
The height of maturity is Christ-likeness, He is my standard 
3:19 just as we are to be filled to all the fullness of God we are to aspire to the full measure of 
perfection found in Christ  
Eph 4:13 pie chart 
 
 
application 
What are the marks of Christian maturity? 
 
Christian maturity is not: 
About age 
 “Growing old is inevitable, growing up is optional” picture. 
It is possible to be a 50 or 60-year-old to be a spiritual baby.  
Christian maturity takes time, prayer, work and effort. 
 
Christian maturity is not: 
About achievements 
I have read through the Bible this year so I am a spiritual giant.   

the Pharisees knew a lot of Scripture, Hitler read the Bible. 
I serve the church is these 15 ways because it is all about me. 
accomplishments are impressive, but they aren’t necessarily marks of a mature person.  
  
What are the marks of Christian maturity? 
There are potentially hundreds of markers of Christian maturity, here are a few 
 
Personal godly traits 
 4:2-3 
 Fruit of the Spirit 
 Christian maturity is best displaying in how you act not just in what you believe. 
 You are a phony or immature Christian if you don’t live like you believe. 
 
Holy living and self-control 

Recognize the difference between right and wrong and then do what is right 



 
Moral excellence 
 4:14ff 
 Sermon on the Mount 
 WWJD -Jesus had a special love for the marginalized 
 
Biblical understanding and conviction 

Be grounded in the truth of God’s Word to quickly recognizes falsehood 
 

Devotion to God 
Find time and create space for your devotion to God -surrender and self-sacrifice 
Make whatever sacrifices necessary to live a spiritually disciplined life. 

 

Serve the church  
A Christian cannot grow to their full potential apart from a connection to a local 
church. Find your place of mutual service and encouragement within the Church. 

 
Faith and courage 
 Trusting God with things beyond our control 
 In the ups and down 
 
Obedience 
 
 
 
We must use our gifts God gave us to work to build up the church until we reach  

the full maturity in ministry and fullness with Christ. 
 
 
Communion 
 
 
 


